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BUDDHISM IN CHRISTIANITY.

BY ARTHUR LILLIE.

*

IN the Revue des Deux Mondes, July 15th, 1888, M. Emile
Burnouf has an article entitled " Le Bouddhisme en Occident."

M. Burnouf holds that the Christianity of the Council of Nice
was due to a conflict between the Aryan and the Semite, between
Buddhism and Mosaism.

History and comparative mythology are teaching- every day
more plainly that creeds grow slowly up. None come into the
world ready made and as if by magic. The origin of events is
lost in the infinite. A great Indian poet has said, "The
beginning of things evades us; their end evades us also. We
see only the middle."

M. Burnouf holds also that the Indian origin of Christianity
is now no longer contested.

" It has been placed in full light by the researches of scholars,
and notably English scholars, and by the publication of the
original texts. Amongst these astute inquirers, it is sufficient to
note the names of Rayce, Poole, Beal, Rhys Davids,, Spence Hardy,
De Bunsen, It would be difficult to exhaust the list. In point of
fact, for a long time folks had been struck with the resemblances,
or rather the identical elements, contained in Christianity and
Buddhism. Writers of the firmest faith and most sincere piety
have admitted them. In the last century these analogies were
set down to the Nestorians; but since then the science of Oriental
chronology has come into being, and proved that Buddha is many
centuries anterior to Nestorius and Jesus. Thus the Nestorian
theory had to be given up. But a thing may be posterior to
another without proving derivation. So the problem remained
unsolved until recently, when the pathway that Buddhism
followed was traced step by step from India to Jerusalem."

But if there are close analogies between Buddhism and Christi-
anity, there are also marked antagonisms, the French scholar
.assures us. It is here that he and I shall differ most, for he
founds these on a Buddhism that could not have been active in